
November 12, 2008 

An Open Letter to Premier Dalton McGuinty 

Does Ontario really need another election? 
I respond most emphatically, �YES!� 

Ontario is currently short two Senators in Ottawa. In less than forty-eight (48) months we will be down ten (10) 
Senators; three in 2009, three in 2010, one in 2011 and another in 2012 plus the two we are short already all due to 
ageing out (mandatory retirement). Ontario is entitled to representation in the Senate by 24 Senators. 

We have choices to make. 

a) Abolish the Senate. That requires changes to the Constitution mandating the support of seven provinces 
representing at least 50% of the population of Canada (7/50 rule). That is unlikely to happen. Ontario 
comprises approximately 38.8% of the population and Quebec comprises approximately 23.3%. It is doubtful 
that the other provinces would follow suit. With the Senate gone, Ontario and Quebec would dominate the 
House of Commons (181 out of 308 seats). Ontario and Quebec MPs could act to control all legislation in 
favour of these two provinces at the expense of the others. The Senate is the counterbalance to regional 
disparity and is therefore favourable to the smaller provinces. 

b) Do nothing. However, Prime Minister Stephen Harper would prefer a constitutionally elected Senate. That 
requires changes to the Constitution, but he does not have a majority in the House of Commons. Legislation 
to create an elected Senate process is unlikely to pass in the Commons as it stands now. 

c) Compromise. By having provincial elections, similar to what Alberta and British Columbia have now, we can 
elect �Senators-In-Waiting�. Such elections should happen every four years and they don�t require an 
amendment to the Constitution. When a vacancy arises, the Prime Minister of the day could recommend 
nominees to the Governor General from the list of standbys. Alberta and British Columbia each have four 
standbys. We would need 14 standbys for the first election: ten for the ensuing vacancies and four more for 
any potential vacancy due to resignation, ageing out, health or death. 

Mr. McGuinty, you purport to endorse minority rights in Ontario. The majority should not trammel the rights of our 
visible minorities in this province and I applaud your stand. 

The smaller provinces in this nation have minority rights also. By abolishing the Canadian Senate, you invoke 
majoritarianism in the only remaining senior level of government. 

You claim that Ontario is fast becoming a have-not province. With the Senate of Canada gone, are you not 
becoming the bully on the block, because Ontario has the most number of seats in the Commons? 

Old line parties usually prefer to nominate candidates for the Senate from the backroom �old boys club� (patronage 
appointments). 

The NDP would prefer to abolish the Senate as part of party policy, but mostly I believe, because they don�t really 
understand what the Senate is and how important it is equalizing the power of government among regions. 

To be honest, the Prime Minister is likely to want conservative leaning Senate candidates. That�s obvious. 

You have greater likelihood of having �Liberal� persons being chosen, if a Liberal candidate is among the elected 
Senators-In Waiting. Baring a change to the Canadian Constitution either for an elected Senate or the abolition of 
same, Ontario Senate elections would be the ideal way to go. Without the Senate elections, Ontario would have 
inadequate and inequitable representation, which would not serve the citizens of Ontario well. 

A petition has been started endorsing Senator-In-Waiting elections. It can be found at getpolitical.ca 

I invite you, Premier McGuinty, to sign the petition and bring about fairness, equality and democracy for our senior 
level of government. 

 

Yours truly, 
Andrew I. Carson, CA 
2-283 Broadway Avenue 
Orangeville, ON L9W 1L2 


